To:

The Councillors of the District of Squamish 

The Squamish Lillooet Regional District representatives

August 28, 2004

This is a second letter from the Recreational Canoeing Association of BC (RCABC) regarding the development of micro hydro in the Sea to Sky area, with particular emphasis on the Ashlu and Sigurd Creek projects.

RCABC would like to stress that the District of Squamish and the Squamish Lillooet Regional District should carefully consider recreational and environmental concerns when determining the outcome of the Ashlu proposal.  There are many micro hydro projects planned for the area. It would be wise to preserve the best rivers and streams from development, as tourism, recreation and a healthy environment are obviously an important part of Squamish’s future.  Developing the Ashlu would contradict Squamish’s claim of being the “Outdoor Recreation Capital of Canada”, and be a blow to the many people who have moved to, and travel to Squamish because of this well established heritage of outdoor recreation. Please preserve the Ashlu.

The Recreational Canoeing Association of BC is a volunteer organization whose membership consists of over three hundred certified Lake Water and Moving Water instructors, eight canoe clubs, and is the voice of thousands of canoeists across the province. RCABC created and continues to develop the provincial guidelines for instruction that deliver a high level of skill, safety and environmental awareness to BC’s canoeing community.
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