Seymour River, Dollarton Bridge Update

May 18th, 2004

The Dollarton Bridge is very likely to go ahead this summer. It will have a row of 8 piles, made of 2 foot diameter steel pipes, parallel to the current, placed in the center of the channel.  They will be almost exactly the same as the piles used on the Seymour Parkway Bridge. This has an obvious impact on paddlers, especially those who play, practice or receive instruction in the pool directly above the bridge.

RCABC and WKABC are negotiating with the District of North Vancouver, Navigable Waters Branch of the Department of Transport, and the Department of Fisheries and Oceans to make the piles safer to the paddling community. Ideas that are being seriously pursued are:

1) a larger diameter upstream pile that will create more of a cushion wave

2) a ramp to deflect boats, swimmers or debris away from the pile (see drawing below)

3) reinforced concrete plates between the piles, about 8” thick, extending from the riverbed to the bottom of the bridge deck.
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The above drawing is purely to give an idea of the concept of the ramp and does not include important details such as shape, width, materials, etc.  The concept behind the ramp is that a boat will get lifted as it is pushed towards the pile. This will reduce the force of the current on the boat, which will ensure the boat will deflect off to the side, and away from the pile.

In principle, the District of North Vancouver has agreed to make these modifications to the bridge, although various designs and their costs need to be finalized, as they are obviously concerned about spending. The paddling community has made it clear that we are seeking safe yet affordable solutions.

Another item being negotiated is debris removal. There are several bridges in North Vancouver that have been collecting wood debris, which is often dangerous to paddlers, and also undesirable to the District with regards to the danger of rapid accumulation of debris during floods.  The Environment Director will arrange a meeting with the District to:

1) Negotiate a contact person within the District, who can be called when debris becomes a hazard.

2) Negotiate a schedule for debris removal after contact has been made.

A few other minor notes are the Districts willingness to remove some metal debris and old wooden piles in the riverbed directly underneath the bridge. The abandoned gas pipeline 1 meter downstream of the bridge is still in question, as it is slowly becoming undercut, and needs to be dealt with.

If you have any questions or concerns please contact Roger Warnatsch (RCABC) at environment@bccanoe.com or Stuart Smith (WKABC) at riverman@shaw.ca  

