Conservation and Access Committee

Recreational Canoeing Association of BC

April 17, 2006

John Bones / Heather Orr

BC Environmental Assessment Office

PO Box 9426 Stn. Prov. Govt.

Victoria, BC V8W 9V1

eaoinfo@gov.bc.ca
Re: Draft Terms of Reference for Juliet Creek / Coquihalla Pass Resort Proposal

Dear Heather/John:

This letter contains feedback from the “Conservation and Access Committee” of the Recreational Canoeing Association of British Columbia. The committee is concerned with the effects that a resort development could have on the fish and wildlife of the Coldwater and Nicola Rivers.

Our primary concern is ground water or surface water extraction, or change in water quality in the headwaters of the Coldwater / Nicola river system. RCABC has been informed by the Ministry of the Environment that the Coldwater has reached flows as low as 2% of average in the late summer months, where 10% of average is considered “short term survival” flow for fish. The Nicola has been recorded to have similar extreme low flows. 

Anything that negatively affects these rivers may be the final straw for the resident fish and wildlife. Therefore developments that could potentially affect the rivers, even in a small way, should be suspended until the entire Nicola watershed, including its groundwater, has been thoroughly studied and solutions to the current depletion by agriculture, resorts, residential groundwater extraction, etc have been found and implemented. Studies should also be undertaken which look into the future and make recommendations based on global warming and it’s weather trends, population growth, and energy needs and water consumption. These factors should all be a part of the decision making process for any developments within the watershed. The Nicola Water Use Management Roundtable is an important committee that should be consulted to help guide future development.

Few to none of these concerns are adequately addressed in the draft Terms of Reference. We are grateful for being given the opportunity to comment on this proposal. If you have any questions please contact the Chair of the Conservation and Access Committee.

Roger Warnatsch

Chair, Conservation and Access Committee

Recreational Canoeing Association of BC

905 Berkley Road

North Vancouver, BC

V7H 1Y3

environment@bccanoe.com

