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COMMITTEE MANDATE  

The role of the Conservation and Access Committee is:

To provide British Columbia’s recreational canoeing community with a voice in the conservation and access of our province’s lakes, rivers and oceans. 

As stated in RCABC’s constitution, the association’s three-fold purpose is to:

1. Coordinate, promote, and encourage all types of recreational paddling; 

2. Develop safe canoeing practices and activities for canoes; and,

3. Involve the society in appropriate conservation and environmental issues around the province.

The Committee was formed to help fulfill number 3 of the society’s purposes shown above. The Committee is also guided by the RCABC’s adoption of the CRCA’s A Canoeist Manual for the Promotion of Environmental and Ethical Concerns, and Leave No Trace principals.
1) COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

a) The Conservation and Access Committee shall consist of volunteers, with no requirements for zone or club representation.

b) The Environment Director shall Chair the Committee.

c) Committee members must be current Individual or Instructor members of RCABC. 

d) The Environment Director will attempt to appoint members such that each zone of the province is represented, but due to the nature of the issues that the committee will address, population distribution, and the difficulties of finding volunteers, there will be no requirements for regional representation. 

e) The Environment Director will review the Committee’s membership at the beginning of each term and report the results to the Executive.

f) An individual’s membership in the Committee can be terminated by a majority vote of the Executive, if that individual is found to be representing RCABC outside of the Committee’s operating principles.

2) COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

a) The Environment Director must ensure that Committee members are aware of the guidelines (Terms of Reference) that govern the committee. 

b) Persons wishing to join the Committee must submit a letter addressed to the RCABC Executive stating:

i) they have read and agree to operate within the guidelines presented in the Committee’s Terms of Reference;

ii) they will report to the Environment Director, all communications and activities representing the RCABC and using RCABC’s name;

iii) what their interest is in joining the Committee.

iv) date and contact information.

 

c) The Environment Director will approve or deny the applicant’s membership in the Committee.

d) The Environment Director must ensure Committee applicants are knowledgeable of RCABC’s role in British Columbia, with respect to certification, course standards, insurance provider, etc.

e) Special consideration should be given to non-RCABC members who can contribute to the committee’s activities. If an expert in a particular field, or a person with local knowledge is willing to contribute to the committee’s activities, and has received Executive approval, that person can be given the status of ‘Committee Consultant’ and is not required to become an RCABC member. A ‘Committee Consultant’ shall not publicly represent RCABC without Executive approval on a case by case basis.

3) OPERATING PRINCIPLES

The Conservation and Access Committee will operate under the authority of the RCABC Executive according to the following principles:

3.1) Communications

a) Regularly report to the Executive, Zone Representatives and Members in the following ways:

-Reporting in each CANEWS issue.

-Sending relevant information to Zone Reps, with the expectation that Zone Reps will pass the information on to members and clubs in their zone.

-Updates via the website.

-Presenting reports to the executive at monthly meetings.

b) All media releases, official letters, and official documents come from, and approved by the Environment Director.

c) Committee members identify themselves as volunteer RCABC Conservation and Access Committee Members when communicating Committee business.

d) The Committee Mandate be stated in official communications.

3.2) Regional Policies

a) Recognize that the interests of the local members and the affected paddling community take priority over provincial positions.
b) Encourage participation of members from all zones and clubs. 

c) Establish regional sub-committees for issues of local interest. 

3.3) Social Policies

a) Encourage and promote member involvement in stewardship activities.

b) Consider input and build alliances with other paddling, outdoor recreation or environmental organizations.

c) Recognize the economic, social, and physical benefits of canoeing instruction, recreational canoeing and non-motorized outdoor recreation.

d) Endeavor to have RCABC representation within the Outdoor Recreation Council of BC.

e) Represent recreational canoeing, but retain the flexibility to represent recreational paddling of all types on moving water, flat water and ocean, for all skill levels.

3.4) Environmental Guidelines

a) Involve itself in activities favoring natural flow, natural appearance and peaceful, wilderness-like settings, or in the restoration of these qualities.

b) Recognize the laws and policies of Fisheries and Oceans Canada, and other authorities, regarding environmental quality, the protection of fish habitat and the precautionary principle.

c) Comply with Leave No Trace principles, but recognize that in many urban and industrial situations many of these principles no longer apply.

3.5) Planning and Process Duties

a) Participate in local, regional and provincial planning processes and provide input to promote, maintain or improve conditions that favor recreational paddling and safety, while balancing environmental and habitat concerns. 

b) Potential Committee involvement could include, but is not limited to:

-water levels,

-road building and road access,

-camping regulations,

-shared use with commercial operations or power boats,

-bridges and dams,

-rip-rap,

-utilities and industry, 

-and other in-water or riparian works that may safely accommodate or enhance recreational paddling, subject to approval by regulating authorities such as municipal governments or Fisheries and Oceans.

c) Encourage regulatory authorities to duly consider the social sustainable development elements of environmental assessment legislation, and to respect the objectives of local governments, interest groups and citizens in a fair and open manner.

3.6) Funding and Grant Money

a) No principles or guidelines have been created for the handling of money within the Committee. Therefore all financial activities will be guided by the executive until financial guidelines have been created.

4) Projects Outside the Operating Principles

a) Perform other tasks related to conservation and access issues as directed by the Executive.

b) Issues affecting paddling are greatly varied, and there is a certain degree of flexibility built in to the types of issues that the Conservation and Access Committee responds to. Projects that do not clearly fit in to the Committee’s mandate need to be approved by the executive, or if appropriate, by the membership of RCABC.

c) The RCABC recognizes that volunteer input is vital to the Committee, and that a degree of flexibility in determining which projects the Conservation and Access Committee is to pursue is wise, in order to nurture the interest of volunteers.

5) Changes to the Committee’s Terms of Reference

a) Changes to the Terms of Reference must be presented to the Executive for approval.

b) Significant changes in policy must be presented to the membership for input before seeking Executive approval.
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