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Re: Paddling Community’s Interest at Nicola Watershed Community Round Table.

This letter is intended to confirm the RCABC’s interest in participating in the planning processes leading to a healthy, sustainable future for the Nicola River. The following points summarize what we would like to see addressed:

· The social and economic importance of outdoor recreation are recognized, not only in the form of canoeing on the Nicola, but also kayaking, rafting, and other outdoor recreation activities in the greater Nicola Watershed.

· Current river access points for paddlers are maintained and potential new access points are established in consultation with the local community and First Nations peoples.

· Unofficial camping and “party spots” such as by Red Rock Canyon have proper facilities (outhouses) installed, and are potentially developed as camping and interpretive sites.

· Consultation with the paddling community if artificial changes in water flows are being considered.

· The expectation that outdoor recreation and environmental based tourism will likely grow significantly in the Nicola watershed because of its unique ecosystem. 

· A distinction between motorized and non-motorized water-based activities in the Nicola watershed is included in the WUMP, including the consideration of the effects of motorized activities on the health of the watershed.

Naturally we are also concerned about the general health of the watershed, and the impacts of resort development, urban water usage, agriculture, etc.  This list is preliminary and more issues may arise during the course of this process.

It is the intention of the RCABC to work together with other paddling organizations to compile and present a unified “submission of usage” to the Nicola Watershed Community Round Table. It is also our intention to have a local representative of the RCABC attend meetings.

Facts About RCABC

The Recreational Canoeing Association of BC is a volunteer organization whose mandate is to:

· Coordinate, promote and encourage all types of recreational paddling;

· Develop safe canoeing practices and activities for canoes; and,

· Involve the society in appropriate conservation and environmental issues around the province.

This mandate is delivered by:

· The development and delivery of specialized training courses for all styles of canoeing from large “voyageur” canoes to small freestyle whitewater canoes.

· A commitment to generating certified instructors who can deliver a high level of training.

· The adoption of the “Leave No Trace” principles of self propelled outdoor recreation, and the creation of the Conservation and Access Committee to address issues that affect recreational paddlers and the health of our province’s watersheds.

In a typical year the membership of RCABC is around 300 people, the vast majority being certified canoeing instructors.

Our website is www.bccanoe.com which contains the Executive’s contact information, and more information on the activities of the RCABC.

If you have any questions concerning the content of this letter please contact me.

Sincerely,

Roger Warnatsch

Environment Director

Conservation and Access Committee Chair

Recreational Canoeing Association of BC

environment@bccanoe.com
Phone: 604 929-2349

