Recreational Canoeing Association of British Columbia

Conservation and Access Committee

Providing British Columbia’s recreational canoeing community with a voice in the conservation and access 

of our province’s lakes, rivers and oceans.

January 17, 2006

Tom Walker

Outdoor Recreation Advisory Committee,

District of North Vancouver

Dear Tom

This is an application to become an at-large member on the Outdoor Recreation Advisory Committee. I represent the Recreational Canoeing Association of BC, through its Conservation and Access Committee. I am also willing to represent Mountain Equipment Co-op, where I have been an employee for about 7 years, and now work in the North Vancouver location. The manager of the North Vancouver MEC, Karen Berrisford has given her approval with regards to this. 

Through the Conservation and Access Committee, I have been working with the DNV on several issues that have affected North Vancouver waterways in the past few years. These include the installation of the new Dollarton Bridge, access to the river via the gate at the end of Riverside Drive and the installation of the Watermain above Seymour Parkway Bridge. I anticipate that there will be many more projects that will affect recreational paddling in the DNV, and I hope that ORAC will help offer some guidance and a conduit for communications with the District. In particular, there are two projects that would likely be scheduled for the upcoming ‘fisheries window’ in August, 2006:


-The installation of boulders in the Seymour river channel at the watermain site.

-The Squamish Nations riverbank restoration between the Seymour Parkway and Dollarton bridges (proposed additions for training canoeists and kayakers).

I have communicated with most of the agencies involved with these projects, and perhaps ORAC can help with getting DNV feedback and/or approval.

RCABC Background

The Recreational Canoeing Association of BC is a volunteer organization whose mandate is to:

· Coordinate, promote and encourage all types of recreational paddling;

· Develop safe canoeing practices and activities for canoes; and,

· Involve the society in appropriate conservation and environmental issues around the province.

This mandate is delivered by:

· The development and delivery of specialized training courses for all styles of canoeing from large “voyageur” canoes to small freestyle whitewater canoes.

· A commitment to generating certified instructors who can deliver a high level of training.

· The adoption of the “Leave No Trace” principles of self propelled outdoor recreation, and the creation of the Conservation and Access Committee to address issues that affect recreational paddlers and the health of our province’s watersheds.

In a typical year the membership of RCABC is around 300 people, the majority being certified canoeing instructors.

Our website is www.bccanoe.com which contains the Executive’s contact information, and more information on the activities of the RCABC.

Roger Warnatsch

Environment Director

Conservation and Access Committee Chair

Recreational Canoeing Association of BC

905 Berkley Road

North Vancouver, BC

V7H 1Y3

604 929-2349

environment@bccanoe.com

