At risk pleasure craft-Fatalities-National

* 37% of fatalities involved powerboat less than 6 metre
* 22% of fatalities involved a canoe.

Where are the fatalities happening?
British Columbia
* 46% Ocean, 31% Lake, 23% River.
* Water temperature is a strong contributor, and is often overlooked as
potential killer when boating on fresh water! Cold water shock, hypothermia
can =drowning.

What about boating in BC?
BC Coroners Service reports 1997-2004 Fatalities
* Power boat  74     Total powered: 83
* Canoe   30     Total non-powered: 67 
* Kayak   16
* Row Boat  15
* PWC   08
* Sailboat/Board  04
* Dinghy   01
* White Water Rafting 01
* Wind Surfing  01

Source of information: Canadian Red Cross, Lifesaving Society, BC Coroners
Service, Office of Boating Safety Transport Canada Marine

Drowning and floatation devices-recreational boating fatalities-National
Most drowning victims were not wearing a flotation device (85%).
24% had one but it was not being worn
11% worn properly but drowned
3% improperly worn
22% not worn, unknown if present
13% unknown-no data given
29% of victims did not even have access to a PFD! (not on board)


Alcohol and recreational boating fatalities-National
Alcohol is estimated to be involved in 34%-40% of boating fatalities. The
Canadian Red Cross found in 1999:
* 10% of recreational boating fatalities have above blood alcohol levels
above the legal limit.
* 12% fatalities have alcohol in their blood, but below the legal limit.
* 12% are suspected to be alcohol related.
* 41% are confirmed not to be related to alcohol.
* 24% are unknown.
* The Canadian Life Saving Society estimates that 38% of boating fatalities
are related to alcohol.
*  The Canadian Medical Journal (1998) found that alcohol is detected in 2/3
of boating related drownings.
* 57% of canoe fatalities are related to Alcohol.
A further 6% are suspected! Canadian Red Cross 1999


